whole blood and blood substitutes on a large scale for the wounded and it was not until 1941 that plans for this got under way.
In contrast, the British entered the war with an Army Blood Transfusion Service fully organized six months in advance, comprising a distinct and separate unit with specially trained personnel within the Royal Army Medical Corps. This arrangement facilitated close personal supervision in the collection, transport, refrigeration and administration of such potentially dangerous biological fluids as whole blood and plasma. The success of the British policy is acknowledged but it was only partially copied by the US Army Medical Department in World War II and later in Korea. Notwithstanding, a most successful episode in the provision of blood relates to Okinawa where the treatment of 40,000 casualties involved the use of approximately 40,000 pints of whole blood. All of this was flown from the United States, a distance of 8,000 miles, careful timing being studied to ensure the provision of adequate quantities of whole blood with a minimum of wastage resulting from time-expired blood.
The book is divided into seven main sections: a historical note up to and including World War II; shock; administrative considerations including laboratory studies relating to the provision of safe blood for transfusion and plasma processing; blood products; details of arrangements in the European and Pacific theatres of war; a clinical section dealing with reactions and the principles of replacement therapy; and the procedures in the Korean conflict.
The author and the Office of the Surgeon General, US Army, are to be congratulated on the production of this excellent and well illustrated volume, which not only is of great documentary interest but also contains much practical and useful administrative information. It will be read with advantage and appreciation by all associated with transfusion in its widest sense throughout the English-speaking world. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 The problems discussed in the 27 articles by different authors collected together in this book cover a wide field. Their inclusion has been, determined largely by the interest of the subjects to sociologists and others concerned with the conditions of life of older people. Five chapters dealing with purely clinical problems occupy some fifty pages, covering the fundamentals of geriatric practice, surgery, psychological prob-lems of stroke, osteoporosis and the diagnosis of malignant disease; although this is a very small selection of the clinical medicine of old age, the reader is impressed by the worth-while results of energetic treatment of many conditions. Equally encouraging are the efforts at early detection of malignant disease as shown by the results of studies carried out at a cancer detection cenitre: prompt treatment improves survival from cancer of the breast, rectum, colon, skin and cervix.
Chapters written by psychologists, nurses and administrators will be of interest to physicians and to lay readers: they include psychological characteristics of older patients, religion and older people, elderly patients in mental hospitals, nutritional problems and insomnia. Although many of the subjects chosen appear not to be closely related, perhaps the main justification for this book is its enthusiastic approach and the discussion of problems not mentioned in other books on geriatric practice. The present volume is to a large extent a condensed, simplified version of the fascicles covering the entire body, whereas each fascicle deals with only one, often specialized, topic. The authors seem to have succeeded admirably in their task. The photographs are of high quality and very well chosen, comprising low power and high power fields where necessary; the coverage is very wide and includes general disease processes (e.g. actinomycosis) as well as conditions affecting one organ only (e.g. alveolar proteinosis); the illustrations are accompanied by brief descriptive comments and by relevant bibliographical references. The book will be of most use to pathologists and trainee pathologists who wish to refresh their visual memory of a condition while examining a section which they suspect may belong to that category. Undergraduates would probably prefer colour photographs which, give a more general idea of the microscopic appearances of a disease at the expense of precision. The value of the book is enhanced by a comprehensive index. W G SPECTOR
